Austin High School
1625 Danville Road SW
Decatur, AL  35601
(256) 552-3060



Dear Parent/Guardian,

Welcome to a new year full of grand potential for your child’s best school year yet!!  

The study of mathematics can be exciting and rewarding or dull and frustrating.  Your child’s experience in mathematics will be a direct result of the attitude and effort with which he or she approaches the subject.  Learning mathematics, like learning a foreign language, a musical instrument, or an athletic skill, requires consistent long-term practice to develop and to maintain mastery of the requisite skills.  Positive attitude and commitment to this long-term practice greatly improve the chances for progression through higher-level mathematics courses.

Through our combined efforts, your child can experience success!!!  Your involvement is crucial.  This involvement begins by reading carefully the attached material outlining my expectations for my class and returning the last page of this packet, the Parent/Student/Teacher Contract. 

I do not send out progress reports due to iNOW.  If you have not utilized this very useful feedback tool, I urge you to contact the guidance department to receive a password.  This will allow you to see your child’s progress on a daily basis. If you do not have access to the Internet and wish to receive a midterm report each grading period, please let me know and I will be happy to comply.  Close communication is encouraged and will help us in the early stages to resolve any problems that your child might be experiencing.

Also, expect me to contact you when necessary.  If you have any questions or need assistance, the best way for you to contact me is by email at Ginger.Richey@dcs.edu.  I check my email at the beginning and end of each day.  You may also reach me by calling your child’s counselor and they will leave me a message to contact you.

I am looking forward to this school year and working with your child to help ensure his or her success!

Sincerely,



Ginger Richey, NBCT, EdS
Mathematics Department Head

P.S. – This syllabus is available for view on my website, http://mrsricheymath.webnode.com/ and in Google Classroom.






Dear Students,

…What you can expect from me…

1. In my classroom, you can expect me to be fair and consistent.  I will treat everyone as an individual, but I will treat everyone equally.

2. I will respect you and the faculty and staff of the entire school; I will not gossip about other students or faculty to them or around them.  This lowers my credibility and makes me look foolish.

3. You can expect me to care about your personal well being.  This includes emotional, physical, and academic well being.  I want you to do well in life.

4. You can expect me to maintain safety and security.  By keeping discipline problems at a minimum, I can help you feel safer within my classroom and the school itself.

5. You can expect me to challenge you.  No one demands students to rise to low expectations.  By challenging you, you will meet my high expectations of you.

…What I expect from you…

1. I expect you to read and follow all instructions given in this packet of information.  And to ask questions regarding anything you do not understand.

2. I expect you to be ready to learn.  This includes being prepared for class.  It also includes coming to class with an open mind.

3. I want you to follow all rules but especially to respect both your fellow classmates and me.  This kind of environment facilitates good behavior and learning.

4. You should be ready for a challenge and should be ready to challenge.  I want you to make up your mind about a subject.

We are going to have a FABULOUS year!  I certainly invite you to reach for the BEST IN YOU!!

Sincerely,



Mrs. Richey

ADVANCED ALGEBRA II WITH TRIGONOMETRY

Algebra II With Trigonometry is a course designed to extend students’ knowledge of Algebra I with additional algebraic and trigonometric content. Mastery of the content standards for this course is necessary for student success in higher-level mathematics. The use of appropriate technology is encouraged for numerical and graphical investigations that enhance analytical comprehension.

Algebra II With Trigonometry is required for all students pursuing the Alabama High School Diploma with Advanced Academic Endorsement. Prerequisites for this course are Algebra I and Geometry.

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES

Supplies Needed for Math Class EVERY DAY:
1) Math-only 2” or 3” three-ring binder
2) One college-ruled or graph paper composition notebook – you may purchase a college-ruled from me for $.50. I don’t have any graph paper ones. You may choose which you prefer. If you choose college-ruled over graph, you will be required to work all graphing on graph paper and attach graphs inside your college-ruled notebook.
3) Loose-leaf paper
4) Three-hole punched graph paper
5) Tabbed dividers (10-20)
6) TI-84 Plus CE is recommended (this is the calculator I will be using in class), however a TI-84 Plus will suffice
7) No. 2 pencils or mechanical pencil with lead (preferred)
8) Colored pencils
9) Highlighters
10) Ruler
11) Planner (recommended)

Math Binder & Composition Notebooks
	Students will be given several handouts throughout the year and should make sure to file and organize these handouts in their binder. All assessments will come from these handouts. Composition notebooks will be used for homework.

Homework
	For one to succeed in math, completion of homework is essential.  Math is a sequential subject, meaning every concept builds onto the next concept, making a daily, consistent practice necessary for success.  

	Specific homework guidelines are given on page 8 in this packet.  Homework not satisfying these guidelines may not be accepted. In addition, students will be given 5% bonus points on each test grade for students who attempted and completed every homework assignment on the material being tested.

	ALL homework will be posted online in Google Classroom and must be submitted to Google Classroom BEFORE coming to class. If you have trouble submitting your work or do not have internet access you must come BEFORE school for me to check your homework. This is an advanced class and class time will not be used for me to see if you did your homework. I will only check homework BEFORE school and on Google Classroom. Homework will not be accepted late unless you have extenuating circumstances. Please see me the day an assignment is due if completing your homework was a problem.

Students are encouraged to work cooperatively for help when working homework.  Allowing another student to copy your work is not considered a form of help and will not be tolerated.  This is cheating and is not acceptable.  Cheating is copying work that was done by another student, giving work that you have done to another student to copy (this occurs when you give your notebook to someone not knowing what their intentions are with your work), OR turning in someone else’s work as yours.  Students who are caught cheating will be assigned a grade of zero for that work and be given consequence for “Class II” offense (See Code of Student Conduct 2017-2018).

Student Absences/Make-up Work – From the Code of Student Conduct 2017-2018
Upon returning to school from an absence, students must bring the required excuse from parent, doctor, etc. to be considered for an excused absence. Work may not be made up for unexcused absences. Any work due on the date of the absence is due upon the student’s return to class.

	“If a student is absent for any excused reason, it is the responsibility of the student to go to each teacher to make arrangements to make up missed work the day the student returns to school. After the student returns to school, the student has two days to make up missed work and turn in the work to the teacher, or the student will receive a grade of “zero” on missed work.”	
 
I WILL NOT ASK for make-up work.  It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to get assignments and turn them in. You can get your homework assignments from Google Classroom. Any notes missed are expected to be copied in your Interactive Notebook within two days of your return to school. Make sure to ask me if you missed any other work besides notes. Exception:  Extended illnesses are treated differently.  I will make special arrangements with the student for make-up work.

Make-up Tests
	It is the student’s responsibility to sign up for make-up times for any test or quiz missed.
	Students must make-up tests the following Wednesday before school. Students must arrive at or before 7:30 to allow ample time to finish the test. Students will not be allowed to make-up tests at any other times unless prior arrangements have been made with me. Tests not made up by the following Wednesday before school will receive a zero.

Grading						   			Algebra 2 w/Trig
		Homework, Quizzes, and . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .	     	30%
			Daily Work/Participation
		Tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 		70%
Homework will be graded in one of three ways:  1) completion, 2) accuracy of all problems, or 3) accuracy of selected random problems.
Semester Grades – 1st 9 weeks: 40%; 2nd 9 weeks: 40%; Semester Exam: 20%

Teacher Tutoring
	As stated earlier, math is a sequential subject.  Therefore, if a student is having problems with a concept, they will probably have problems with the next concept that follows.  Thus, getting help becomes essential at the first sign of a problem.  I tutor Wednesdays at 7:30 a.m. and upon request.
	Students MUST let me know on Monday or Tuesday if he/she will attend tutoring. If attending tutoring students MUST bring his/her math materials (notebook, textbook, etc.).  I will not help students if he/she does not bring the necessary materials needed for assistance.
	Tutoring is also available in the library after school on designated days. Other teachers at Austin also tutor.  See your guidance counselor for a schedule of times.

Parent Conferences
	Please contact me if you need a conference or need to speak with me concerning your child.  The best way to contact me is by email:  Ginger.Richey@dcs.edu.  Or you may call the school at any time and leave a message with your student’s counselor.  I will promptly reply within 24 hours.

Rules and Consequences
	Students are expected to obey all school-wide rules in my classroom.  The Code of Student Conduct 2017-2018 and my classroom rules will be strictly enforced and a record will be kept when students choose to disobey any rule.  Please refer to the Code of Student Conduct 2017-2018, “Classroom Routines,” and “Classroom Rules” for determining appropriate behavior in my classroom.
CLASSROOM ROUTINES

Before the bell rings
1) Make sure you have ALL materials needed for class BEFORE coming to the classroom.  You will have to use your “Pass out of Class” or be counted tardy if you choose to retrieve needed materials after the bell rings.
2) Make sure you have used the restroom and got water BEFORE coming to the classroom.  You will
receive a “Pass out of Class” that will give you five passes per semester for the restroom and other
needs to leave the classroom, such as counselor, locker, etc.
3) Enter the classroom appropriately.
4) Take your materials to your seat and put them away so the aisles are clear.
5) Take out your two pencils or mechanical pencil and lead, AND calculator.
6) Sharpen your two pencils immediately.  
7) Sit in your seat.  DO NOT stand around the classroom.
8) Follow instructions on the white board for the “DO NOW” of the day. You will have 5 minutes to                       complete the instructions.

Immediately following the bell
1) STOP talking IMMEDIATELY!!!  Anyone talking after the bell rings will receive an automatic writing assignment.
2) Follow instructions on the white board for the “DO NOW” of the day. Again, you will have 5 minutes to complete the instructions.

End of class
1) I will let you know when you may stop working and pack your things at the end of class.  Packing up before I give you permission will result in an automatic writing assignment.
2) DO NOT put your backpack on or stand beside your desk to wait for the bell to ring.  This will also result in an automatic writing assignment.
3) Make sure you have your homework assignment written in your planner.

ISS or CAS Assignment
	Any student receiving an ISS or CAS assignment is expected to READ the instructions and complete the work in the assigned order and turn in to the ISS or CAS teacher.  If work is not completed satisfactorily or not turned in to the ISS teacher an additional discipline referral will be given. If you need further explanation regarding the assignment you should schedule to come to tutoring.

Class visitors/Interruptions at the door
	If class is interrupted by someone at the door that the teacher must see, students remain quiet.

Intercom interruption
	All talking/teaching should STOP IMMEDIATELY!!  Listen!
***	Consequence for talking will be an automatic writing assignment.

Tardy to class
	Definition:  You are not through the classroom door as soon as the bell rings.
Excused:  You must have a note from the office or a teacher to be excused from a tardy.  If you do not 
have a note, you will not be allowed to go back and get one.  You will be tardy.
Unexcused:  You do not have a note from the office or a teacher. A discipline referral will be issued for 	every third tardy.

Tardy to school – 1st block
	If you arrive at school after the 8:30 bell you must report to the office for a tardy pass.  


Air Conditioning/Heating
	I adjust the air/heat unit.  You are not to touch its controls!  Doing so will result in an automatic writing assignment.
	In the warm months IT WILL BE COLD in the classroom. Make sure you dress appropriately, especially if you sit under the unit!

Independent practice
	Independent practice occurs when you are given in-class time to work on an assignment.  If you need my help during this time you should raise your hand until recognized.

Drills
	Fire:	Series of short rings.  Do not begin talking.  Exit right out the classroom, and left outside.  Go past the parking lot, past the flag pole, to the median where traffic enters and exits the school campus.  Stand on the grass not in the road.  Stay together as a class.  Do not mix with other classes.
	Tornado:  Series of long rings.  Do not begin talking.  Exit left out of the classroom to the center hallway of the building.  Kneel or sit cross-legged facing the wall with head down and arms and hands covering your face and neck.
	Lock Down:  At notification immediately leave your seat and sit at back left corner of the room behind my desk.  If you are ever outside a classroom at the time of a lock down immediately go to the nearest classroom.

If I am absent:
1) I will be responsible and leave lesson plans.
2) I expect you to follow all rules, including seating arrangements.
3) If you do not obey the rules, I will find out, I always do.
4) If your name is left, no questions will be asked.  Expect consequences (discipline referral).

ELECTRONIC DEVICE POLICY
[bookmark: _GoBack]	ALL electronic devices should be turned off and put away during class unless otherwise specified. This includes cellphones, iPods, tablets, iPads, or any accessories that are used with these: earbuds, headphones, etc. All devices in view or being used during class without permission will be taken up and returned at the end of class. After the second offense, devices will be taken up and returned at the end of the school day. After the third offense, devices will be taken up and your parent or guardian will be asked to pick up the device from me. After the fourth offense, devices will be taken up, turned over to the office accompanied with a discipline referral. You must ask permission to use electronic devices for ANY reason.
	Also, electronic devices will not be permissible for calculators in the classroom at any time. This is due to students not being allowed to use such on any standardized test, including the ACT. Students need their own scientific calculator that they use every day in math class to get familiar with and know how to operate. This is also due to many mathematical apps available offering solutions to problems. These apps have their correct place when used for practice and checking answers but not when assessing student achievement.
	If an electronic device is seen or being used during a test or quiz, the device will be taken up and a zero will be given for the test or quiz.

Remind 101 Codes:
ALL students should download the Remind App and sign up for Remind notifications through cell phone or email. I send out important messages about classroom assignments periodically throughout the year. By installing the app I am able to directly message individual students.

2017 1st Algebra - https://www.remind.com/join/bkhh6g
2017-2018 Adv A2 Trig Orange - https://www.remind.com/join/738ka4		
2017-2018 A2 Trig Black – https://www.remind.com/join/gc724
2017-2018 AP Calculus - https://www.remind.com/join/agf7dk


Google Classroom Codes:
ALL students should download the Google Classroom App to have access to all class information including homework, tests, etc.

2017 1st Algebra - 67xqen
2017-2018 A2 Trig Orange -	x43lh3b	
2017-2018 A2 Trig Black – 07citjw
2017-2018 AP Calculus - hvgc1lp

Google Classroom Sign-In
1) Go to the Google Classroom app or the website: www.classroom.google.com
2) Enter your Decatur City Schools Google account email: FirstnameLastname@dcs.k12.al.us
3) On the Access Manager page enter your username and password used to login to any Decatur City Schools computer. Most likely your username is FirstnameLastname and password is your lunch number. ***IF YOUR LUNCH NUMBER IS ONLY FOUR DIGITS, ADD A ZERO TO THE BEGINNING. FOR EXAMPLE: 01234
4) In the top right corner, click on the + beside your email address.
5) Enter your class code and join.


CLASSROOM RULES

BE RESPONSIBLE & RESPECTFUL

Some people never seem to grow up.  They always seem to have an excuse for their mistakes.  Usually these excuses involve blaming other people, such as, “I don’t have my homework because mom took it out of my pants pocket.”  Or they say, “I left my book and nobody was there to let me back into the building to get it.”  They can always find many excuses for not doing what they are supposed to do.  When will they learn that they are responsible for their own choices?  It is not their parents or anyone else’s problem.  When we assume responsibility rather than blaming others we are growing up.

Something else that is always your responsibility is your behavior.  No one makes you kick someone else or call someone a name.  Your behavior is completely your responsibility.  You are in charge of you.  It is your job to make sure you behave yourself.  Being responsible in these areas shows other people that you are maturing and growing up.  Maturing means learning from your mistakes.  If you do something wrong and receive a punishment for it and then do the same thing wrong again, it is an indication that you are not learning from your mistakes.  So if you are not learning from your mistakes you are not maturing.

As a maturing student I am expected to adhere to the Decatur City Schools Code of Student Conduct 2016-2017, the Austin High School Handbook and the following expectations in Mrs. Richey’s classroom at all times.

BE RESPONSIBLE:

TO BE PROMPT – I will be through the classroom door when the bell rings and start the “DO NOW” for the day.

TO BE PREPARED – I will come completely prepared for class with all materials (i.e. math textbook, math binder, two pencils, graph and loose leaf paper, assignments, papers to be signed, etc.).  During the “DO NOW,” I will have two pencils sharpened (or a mechanical pencil with lead).  I will turn in ALL work neatly and on time.

TO HAVE PERMISSION – I will remain silent in my seat and speak only when recognized by the teacher during teaching time.  I will not leave my seat for any reason, including getting tissue or throwing away trash, without permission during teaching time. I will have permission from the teacher to use an electronic device for instructional purposes or other uses as deemed appropriate by my teacher. I will not have any device out during class change (in the hallway).

BE RESPECTFUL:

TO OTHERS – I will display respect through my attitudes, actions, and speech to all faculty, staff, guests, and other students and should not disturb or distract others in any way.  In doing so I will use appropriate language at all times and will keep my hands and feet to myself.  I realize horseplay, mischief, and irresponsible behavior are not part of a quality learning environment.

TO AUTHORITY – I will give my full attention to the teacher; avoid daydreaming, putting my head down on the desk, and wasting class time.  This includes not bringing other materials to class that could distract me (i.e. toys, games, magazines, newspapers, homework due in other classes), passing notes, or wadding paper.  I will respect the teacher by saying yes/no ma’am.

TO PROPERTY – I will respect the property of AHS and not misuse or deface school property (i.e. sitting on desks, drawing on desks, books, furniture, or walls).  Likewise, I will refrain from eating, drinking or chewing gum and personal grooming while in the classroom.  I will also respect the property of others by not touching their property without specific permission.

If I choose not to follow the school and classroom rules, I will receive the following consequences in the form of the following discipline ladder:
1. Warning
1. Written assignment
1. Parent contact
1. Discipline referral
Severe disruption – sent immediately to the office

Excessive noncompliance of school and/or classroom rules will result in being sent to the office with a discipline referral.
Exceptions – The following will result in an automatic writing assignment:
1. Adjusting air conditioning/heating
2. Talking after the bell rings to start class
3. Intercom interruption
4. Packing up before given permission
5. Putting backpack on or standing beside desk waiting for the bell to ring
6. Putting head down on desk at any time 

--  HOMEWORK GUIDELINES  --

Mathematics is a language and has standards of writing which should be observed.  In a writing class, one must respect the rules of grammar and punctuation, one must write in organized paragraphs build with complete sentences, and the final draft must be a neat paper with a title.  Similarly, there are certain standards for mathematics assignments:

●	Start a new page in your composition notebook for EACH assignment. Write the lesson number, page number, and problems assigned on the first line. If your assignment continues beyond the assigned pages finish the assignment on loose-leaf paper and attach.

●	Clearly indicate the number of the exercise you are doing.  If you accidentally do problems out of order, include a note, referring the grader to the missed problem or missing work.

●	COPY each problem from the book AND draw ALL shapes.  A Geometry Template is used for drawing shapes.

●	When working a problem involving a FORMULA, the formula should be the first line of your problem.

●	Do your work in pencil, with mistakes cleanly erased, not crossed or scratched out.  Work will not be accepted in pen and 10 POINTS will be deducted from your grade.  Write legibly (suitably large and suitably dark); if the grader can’t read your answer, it’s wrong.

●	Do your work DOWN the page, in columns. Use more than one column only if there is enough room.

●	SKIP ONE OR TWO LINES between EACH problem.

●	Use a ruler to draw straight lines, and label columns, axes, and scale.  Use an appropriate consistent scale on the axes.  Also, make your tables and graphs large enough to be clear.

●	Show your work.  Show how you reached the answer.  NO WORK, NO CREDIT.  Writing answers with no work to support your answers will result in a problem marked WRONG.

●	Each step in a problem should be complete.  Don’t do magic.

●	If the problem says “Explain” or “Write in your own words” do not copy the answer from the back of the book.  You should write the answer in your words, not the text’s.

●	Remember to put your final answer at the end of your work, and circle or box it.  Label your answer appropriately.  If the answer is to a word problem, make sure to put appropriate units (in, cm, books, days, etc.) on the answer.  For example, if the problem involves money, the answer should include dollars or cents.

●	Turn your assignment in on time.  Assignments will not be accepted late.

●	Check and correct answers to odd-numbered problems prior to class.

You should use your instructor as a study aid, in addition to the text, study guides, study groups, and tutoring services.  Your work is much easier to grade when you have made your work and reasoning clear, and any difficulties you have in completing the assignment can be better explained to you by the grader if you have made your meaning clear.  More importantly, however, completely worked and corrected homework exercises make excellent study guides for tests.  Also, if you develop good habits while working on the homework, you will generally perform better on the tests.

In summary, some of the primary educational goals that Austin High School has today for their students are the improvement of essential communication skills, the provision of significant and meaningful learning experiences, and the development of the workforce.  As such, your instructors want to guide you toward a higher level of confidence and competence.  In math classes, this translates into a greater need for clarity in mathematical writing.  The intention of these “Homework Guidelines” is that you and your instructor communicate better, and that you succeed both in this mathematics course and in future mathematical communication.




ON-LINE HOMEWORK HELP

Student Textbook & Resources Online
Students may access their textbook online by following the directions in Google Classroom.


Homework Help Alabama
Alabama’s Free Live Online Homework Help Service
Free homework help from subject specialists
Available Sunday-Thursday – 3pm until 10pm
Free Tutoring – Math- Science – Social Studies – English
Grades K3-12, College Intro, and Adult Learner
http://webmini.apls.state.al.us/apls_web/apls/apls/?q=homework


Cybrary Man’s Educational Web Sites
The internet catalogue for student, teachers, administrators, and parents
Over 20,000 relevant links personally selected by an educator/author with over 30 years of experience.
http://cybraryman.com/


Purplemath
These math lessons (algebra through trigonometry) emphasize the practicalities rather than the technicalities, demonstrating dependably helpful techniques, warning of likely "trick" test questions, and pointing out common student mistakes.
http://www.purplemath.com/


Hotmath
Serves over a million students with instant explanations for odd-numbered homework problems for over 300 math textbooks.
http://hotmath.com/


Ask Dr. Math
Ask Dr. Math is a question and answer service for math students and their teachers.
A searchable archive available by level and topic, as well as summaries of Frequently Asked Questions.
http://www.mathforum.org/dr.math/


WolframAlpha
Access computational knowledge.  Answer questions.  Do math.  Instantly get facts, calculators, unit conversions and real-time quantitative data and statistics.  Create plots and visualizations.  Access scientific, technical, chemical, medical, health, weather, geographic, calendar, reference, and general knowledge.
http://www.wolframalpha.com/


Trigonometry Topics
http://themathpage.com/aTrig/trigonometry.htm
http://analyzemath.com/Tutorial-Trigonometric-Equations/Tutorial-Trigonometric-Eq.html


Khan Academy
Khan Academy offers practice exercises, instructional videos, and a personalized learning dashboard that empower learners to study at their own pace in and outside of the classroom. Math, science, computer programming, history, art history, economics, and more. Math missions guide learners from kindergarten to calculus using state-of-the-art, adaptive technology that identifies strengths and learning gaps.
https://www.khanacademy.org/mathFree online access to the Wolfram|Alpha computational knowledge engine:
answer questions; do math; instantly get facts, calculators, unit conversions, and real-time quantitative data and statistics; create plots and visualizations; and access vast scientific, technical, chemical, medical, health, business, financial, weather, geographic, dictionary, calendar, reference, and general knowledge—and much moreFree online access to the Wolfram|Alpha computational knowledge engine:
answer questions; do math; instantly get facts, calculators, unit conversions, and real-time quantitative data and statistics; create plots and visualizations; and access vast scientific, technical, chemical, medical, health, business, financial, weather, geographic, dictionary, calendar, reference, and general knowledge—and much more.Free online access to the Wolfram|Alpha computational knowledge engine:
answer questions; do math; instantly get facts, calculators, unit conversions, and real-time quantitative data and statistics; create plots and visualizations; and access vast scientific, technical, chemical, medical, health, business, financial, weather, geographic, dictionary, calendar, reference, and general knowledge—and much more.

